THE ADMINISTRATION

increasing power of control, and in the course of the present century
many powers have been transferred to the Central Government.
Thus, in recent years the local authorities have lost powers over public
assistance, hospitals, agriculture, and public utilities.1

(3) Independent Authority Administration

In this type there is much less uniformity because each authority is
organised to suit the functions which it is created to exercise. The
authority is almost invariably a corporation, possessing a common seal,
a right to sue and be sued and a capacity to acquire, hold and dispose of
land. It may be a chartered corporation like the British Broadcasting
Corporation, but nearly all the corporations are created by statute, with
rights, powers, duties and liabilities set out in the statute.

The variations are almost innumerable, and since they often depend
on the personal choice of the civil servants who instructed Parliamentary
Counsel they do not always possess an explanation, but some of the
variations are as follows:

(i) The members may be appointed by the Minister at his discretion,
or from any specified classes of persons, or from panels nominated by
interested organisations; or they may be elected by organisations.

(ii) The members may be disqualified from sitting in Parliament, or
members of Parliament may be disqualified from being appointed (a
difference which results in the removal of the appointment from the
worst type of political patronage), or there may be no disqualification.

(iii) The Minister may be empowered to give any directions or
directions only of a general character; or his consent may be required
for specific classes of action; or he may have no such power.

(iv) The Minister may be empowered to demand returns or informa-
tion or be entitled to receive an annual report, or the annual report may
be submitted to Parliament.

(v) The accounts of the authority may or may not be audited by
the Comptroller and Auditor-General and thus be submitted to the
control of the Public Accounts Committee.

(vi) The revenue of the authority may be derived from fees or
charges (at rates which may or may not require the approval of the

1 See Jennings, Principles of Local Government Law ^rd ed.), ch. i.
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